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Meanwhile, safety in the region was guaranteed by a 600-strong coalition from the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Brunei. But after the U.N. Security Council met for four hours, it could not come to any unanimous agreement. Its members failed to develop a peacekeeping operation despite a
unanimous vote calling for one, for a lack of a unified response from Libya's military forces. U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan said he was withdrawing his peacekeepers and urging Libya's rebels to negotiate. Rebels said the deaths and injuries they suffered would not prevent the revolt from continuing. But Gaddafi
said the war was being manipulated to take out a military leader who he said was behind a failed assassination attempt on his life. Gaddafi said he was heading to the western mountains and predicted an end to the fighting within 48 hours. Nato said attacks from the east could bring Gaddafi "to his knees". Battles
erupted in the Libyan city of Brega on Thursday. Up to 40 people were killed, according to the Libyan opposition. "Nothing will bring stability to Libya until the counterrevolution is crushed and the murderers who are still in place are brought to justice," the rebel military council said in a statement. After an hour-long

meeting on Wednesday, the UN-backed council had said it was bringing aid to Brega and would try to send more "humanitarian assistance". But the rebels said two shipments had been turned back and 20 civilians had been killed. In the eastern city of Benghazi, one of two protesters shot dead by militiamen on
Tuesday was buried overnight. The bodies of the two were laid in the green casket, leaving only the face visible under a black sheet. The family of the man shot in the head and the man with his face covered were unidentified. It is thought they were shot by soldiers on Tuesday. Bodies of the two were buried in a

fenced area near the Libyan mosque, guarded by rebels. As the injured were treated, relatives of the dead gathered around, crying. "The family of Ahmed said he was shot in the head," one man said, pointing to the head, wrapped in an Israeli flag. "We were attacked because he was the head of the national
committee of the revolution. Now our families are targeted by the regime, it is a reality." The two cities, Benghazi in the east and Brega in the west, are divided between rebels in the east and those
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